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Just about 50 years have passed since Neil Armstrong set foot on the moon on July 21, 1969.
Since then, Missouri has struggled to attract and keep residents, and its economy has failed to
keep pace with that of the nation as a whole. Had Missouri’s population growth rate simply kept
pace with the national average since 1969, our state would now be home to about 1.2 million
more people. In terms of income for its residents, keeping pace with the nation as a whole would
have meant that Missouri’s average annual compensation would be $3,387 higher today than it
currently is.
In this essay, Rik Hafer and William Rogers provide insight into what has happened to cause such
slow statewide growth. T he authors go beyond the standard measure of economic growth,
gross domestic product, and examine alternative measures of prosperity such as personal
income and job growth. T he picture that emerges is complex, but perhaps the most troubling
finding—given the connection between an educated workforce and economic growth—is that
Missouri consistently struggles to attract college graduates, particularly those with advanced
degrees, to the state.
T o read the complete essay, click on the link below.
Read More:
Download 20190219 - T he Missing Million - Hafer_Rogers.pdf (2.67 MB)

1

About the Author
Rik Hafer
Research Fellow
Rik Hafer is a Show-Me Institute research fellow and a professor of economics
and the Director of the Center for Economics and the Environment at
Lindenwood University in Saint Charles, Missouri.
William Rogers
William H. Rogers is a professor of economics at Lindenwood University, a
research fellow at the Hammond Institute for Free Enterprise, and a forensic
economic associate at John Ward Economics.

Read Online
https://showmeinstitute.org/publication/employment-jobs/missing-million-missouris-economic-performanc
e-moon-landing

Links
[1] https://showmeinstitute.org/publication/employment-jobs/missing-million-missouris-economic-performa
nce-moon-landing
[2] https://showmeinstitute.org/file/5386/download?token=HGnoVDGP

Mission Statement
Advancing liberty with responsibility by promoting market solutions for Missouri public policy.

Show-Me Institute
5297 Washington Place
Saint Louis, MO 63108
Phone: (314) 454-0647
Fax: (314) 454-0667

3645 Troost Avenue
Kansas City, MO 64109
Phone: (816) 287-0370

Email: info@showmeinstitute.org

Support Our Work
T he Show-Me Institute is a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Make your tax
deductible contribution today: http://ShowMeInstitute.org/donate

2

