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Recently, the Missouri Senate approved a 5.9-cent fuel tax increase that, should it pass the
House, would go before voters in the fall. If voters accept the proposal, Missouri’s fuel taxes will
increase from 17.3 cents per gallon to 23.2 cents per gallon. As we’ve stated many times before,
Missouri currently has a comparatively low fuel tax, fifth-lowest in the nation for regular fuel and
fourth-lowest for diesel fuel. So where would the proposed increase in the fuel tax place
Missouri?
T he answer is that Missouri would still have a fuel tax well below the national average. Some
news sources have put average state fuel tax at 20.88 cents per gallon, but this ignores the
additional taxes many states (but not Missouri) place on fuel. For instance, Illinois’s fuel excise
tax is only 19 cents per gallon, but its additional taxes add on 11 cents per gallon. Often, these
additional taxes are sales taxes whose per-gallon amount fluctuates with gas prices. When these
taxes are accounted for, the average state tax rate for a gallon of regular gas comes to 29.63
cents, with diesel at 29.33 cents.
If Missouri increases its fuel taxes by 5.9 cents (and the price of fuel holds steady), Missouri
would have the 17th-lowest regular fuel tax in the nation and the 16th-lowest diesel fuel tax. Our
regular fuel tax would still be cheaper than those of Kansas (24.03 cents), Iowa (32 cents), Illinois
(30.18 cents), Nebraska (27.7 cents) and Kentucky (26 cents). We would become a more
expensive state for gas than Arkansas (21.8 cents), Oklahoma (17 cents), and T ennessee (21.4
1

cents).
Whether or not voters are willing to increase fuel taxes in Missouri at all is an open question.
However, even under the proposed increase, Missouri would still be a relatively cheap place to fill
up, both nationally and in our region.
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